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I' LOWER Color of the A.MmucAX Diervillas. — Ihe change in 

flowx'r color which follow.s jiollination in the Asiatic sjiecies of Dirr- 
villa § Wctf/ela is often cited as a .strikinjj ease of adaptation to pol¬ 
lination by bees. In all l)ut one of the \\ei‘ielas the flowers are at 
first white or merely ro.seate-tin^ed, but after |)ollination they change 
({uickly to deep ro.se or carmine, in which condition they remain 
fresh for some length of time, serving to attract bees to the shrub. 
Only the white flowers are visited for honev, however. Amonir the 
American species of Dicrvilla, which belong to a section of the genus 
distinguished from § W eujehi by the smaller yellow flowers, the 
corrcsjionding phenomenon seems to have been recorded onlv by 
^Irs. Dana. In “How to know the Wild Flowers” she savs of Dirr- 

t 

Moench): “The lower lobe of the 


villa Lonicera ^lill. 


fid a 


corolla is cre.sted and more deeply colored than the others, thus advis¬ 
ing the bee of secreted treasure.When the blo.ssom has been 

despoiled and at the same time fertilized, for the nectar-.seeking bee 
has probably deposited .some pollen upon its j)i.stil, tlu* c’olor of the 
corolla changes from a pale to a deep yellow. ...” t )ther ob.scrvers 
have noticed that the flower of this siiecies is not always “light vel- 

low or honey yellow, ’ but have apparently ascriljed the (^liHerenees 
to specific variability. 

In shady w^oods the change in 1.)lerviUa Lomerra is not verv notice- 

^ # 

able, but in dry localities where the growth of the shrub is stunted, 
as fore.xample on Mt. Chocorua, X. H., and on the summit of Great 
Blue Hill, near Bo.ston, the flowers become deej> .scarlet. The lip is 
the first part to show signs of change and it remains always of a deeper 
hue than the rest of the corolla, becoming, on Blue* Hill, almost 
maroon. *Vt the Arnold .Vi’bort'tum, where all the .ViiK'riean Diiu- 
villas are cultivated under moderate conditions of shade and moistun', 
fresh flow'ers were eom|)ared with Hidgway’s standard color .scale and 
the following changes noted. In ]). Lonieem Will, the corolla is at 
first citron yellow. The lip changes to poj)j)y red and the other lobes 
to scarlet. In D. ririilaris Gattinger tlie change is from yellow to a 
lightly suflu.sed, dull po])py red, most inten.se on the lij). In ]>. 
ftessihjolui Bucklev the citron \'ellow corolla ehantres to cadmium 
yellow except on the lij), Avhieh becomes orange. D. •‘^plrndrufi 
(. arriere, which ^Ir. Behder is inclined to con.sider a hvbrid between 
/). Lonicera and I), .s-essi/ifolia, changes from canary yellow to pale 
orange, with an orange lip. In this character, as well as in its time 
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Rhodora 


[August 


of flowering, it resembles the latter of its supposed parents. 


II. H. 


Bartlett, Grav Herbarium. 
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Maclura POMIFERA (Haf.) Schxeider. — III the ]May issue of 
Rhodora (ix. 91) I noted the fact that the Osage Orange, a common 
hedge plant of tlie Middle est and an occasional escape from cultiva¬ 
tion in Xew England, should according to the \ ienna Rules of nomen¬ 
clature hear the name Madura pouiijera. I was not aware at the time 
that this |)articnlar comhination had heen used in print. Through the 
kindness of Mr. Alfred Rehder of the Arnold Aii)oretnm I learn that 
the binomial Madura pounfcra was published aliont a year earlier in a 
short sin)pleinent of the first vohnne ot C. K. Sclineider’s detailed 
Illnstriertes Handl)nch der Lanholzknnde (i. S()(»). — B. E. Rorixson, 
Grav IIerl)arinin. 


Vol. 9y no. 103^ including j)a{/cs 109 to 12^^^ was issued 12 August, 1907. 








